
 

 

EXCERPTS FROM OEA ELECTIONS MANUAL 
 
 
 

11. NOTICE OF ELECTION 
 
Members must be notified in a manner reasonably calculated to reach all members in 
sufficient time to execute their vote. 
 
OEA and NEA Representative Assembly delegates are subject to specific Landrum-
Griffin requirements. 
 
Section 4117.19 (C) (4) of the Revised Code provides that a local association's 
constitution or bylaws must "require periodic elections of officers by secret ballot 
subject to recognized safeguards concerning the equal right of all members to 
nominate, such office, and vote in elections..."  In all elections except for those 
concerning OEA or NEA representative assembly delegates and alternates, this 
means that members must be notified of the time, date and place of the election in a 
manner reasonably calculated to inform the member.  Posting, use of school mail, 
publication in a newsletter are all appropriate means of notification (notice of 
nomination) if they are reasonably calculated to inform the member. 
 
The election of OEA and NEA representative assembly delegates and alternates 
is controlled by the Landrum-Griffin Act, which specifically requires that the notice of 
election must be "mailed to each member at the member's last known (home) 
address" at least fifteen days before the election date.  Posting or word of mouth 
is not sufficient.  Publication in the local association newsletter is permitted so long 
as the newsletter is mailed to the home address of each member.  The notice should 
state the date, time and place of the election, and also list the offices to be voted on, 
and if possible the list of candidates.  If more than two candidates are running for a 
single office, it is wise to include in the notice the date, time and place of any run-off 
election which may be necessary.  (Note:  Electronic notification is not sufficient.) 
 
If a local association’s constitution and bylaws provide for officers to be automatic 
delegates to OEA or NEA representative assemblies, that officer must have actually 
been elected by the membership in order to participate in the election of OEA or NEA 
officers.  (The above stipulations of Landrum-Griffin apply to elections in which 
an officer is an automatic delegate to OEA-NEA RAs as well.)  Accordingly, if a 
local association officer has been appointed to fill the unexpired term of an elected 
officer, he or she must be elected as a delegate in order to fully participate in an OEA 
or NEA representative assembly.  In addition, if the person is a delegate to an OEA or 
NEA representative assembly by virtue of the office he/she holds, that officer must 
occupy the specific office at the time of the representative assembly.  Otherwise, the 
person must be elected by the membership to serve as a delegate.  
 
See Appendix "A” for a sample notice of nominations and election. 
 


